[A case of liver cysts with Em18-WB was useful for differential diagnosis].
A 72-year-old woman with multilocular liver cysts was admitted. This lesions seemed to be an alveolar hydatid disease. Two methods of Western blotting were used for serologic diagnosis. One method recognizes antigens of crude extracts of Echinococcus multilocularis (EM). The other method recognizes a purified antigen (Em18) of EM. Her serum only reacted with the former method and never reacted with Em18 antigen. Eighteen months after first admission, she had an operation. The resected specimen was diagnosed with simple cysts. Western blotting using Em18 antigen could greatly facilitate the differential diagnosis of simple liver cyst and alveolar hydatid disease.